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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 14-20 liave been considered but 
are moot in view of tine new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Okada et al (US PgPub 2002/0018643), hereinafter referred to as Okada. 

Regarding claim 14, Okada discloses an information recording medium, 
apparatus and method for recording or reproducing data thereof. Further, Okada 
discloses a DVD recorder which records an input broadcast and encodes it according to 
the MPEG standard into VOBU's, which reads on the claimed, "a picture coding 
apparatus which codes pictures on a picture-by-picture basis, and generates a random 
access unit as a part of a stream, the random access unit including the coded pictures," 
as disclosed at paragraphs [0100], [0169], [0174]-[0175], and exhibited in figure 20; the 
apparatus comprising: 
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encoder (214) which encodes the video stream into GOP's according to the 
MPEG standard, which reads on the claimed, "a coding unit operable to generate 
pieces of coded picture data by coding the pictures on a picture-by-picture basis," as 
disclosed at paragraphs [0100] and [0174]; 

system controller (212) which generates digital broadcast object information 
"D_VOBI" which includes access map (86c) which has two map layers, PGR map (81 1 ) 
and PTS map (813), which reads on the claimed, "an information generation unit 
operable to generate a plurality of picture parameter sets, each of the picture parameter 
sets being used for decoding each piece of the coded picture data," as disclosed at 
paragraphs [0189], [0215], and exhibited in figures 20 and 22A; 

drive (221) reads data from track buffer (220) and writes this to DVD-RAM disc 
(100), wherein the data comprises digital broadcast object information "D_VOBI," which 
reads on the claimed, "a first storage unit operable to store the pieces of the coded 
picture data respectively in access units that constitute the random access unit," as 
disclosed at paragraphs [0189]-[0190]; 

drive (221 ) recording a digital broadcast "D_VOB" to disc, which comprises 
D_VOBI, which comprises access map (86c) comprising PGR map (81 1 ) and PTS map 
(813), the management unit of the access map being referred to as a "block," each 
block containing a plurality of transport packets, which reads on the claimed, "a second 
storage unit operable to store first picture parameter sets in a first access unit that is 
located at a head of the random access unit," as disclosed at paragraphs [0215]-[0222] 
and exhibited in figure 22A; and. 
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drive (221) recording a digital broadcast "D_VOB" to disc, wliicli comprises 
D_VOBI, wliicli comprises access map (86c) comprising PGR map (81 1 ) and PTS map 
(813), the management unit of the access map being referred to as a "block," each 
block containing a plurality of transport packets, which reads on the claimed, "a third 
storage unit operable to store a second picture parameter set in a second access unit, 
coded picture data of the second access unit referring to the second picture parameter 
set," as disclosed at paragraphs [0215]-[0222] and exhibited in figure 22A (wherein 
because there is a PGR and PTS entry for transport packet in the stream, these are 
stored in a second access unit); 

each video object containing attribute information including video stream 
information "V_ATR" containing coding mode of the video stream, which reads on the 
claimed, "wherein each of the picture parameter sets includes at least one of a type of 
variable length coding method, an initial value of quantization step, and a number of 
reference pictures," as disclosed at paragraph [0127] and exhibited in figure 14A. 

Regarding claim 15, Okada discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 14). Further, Okada discloses DVD recorder capable of a playback operation 
which utilizes system controller (212) to interpret PGG information to determine the first 
movie object in the AV stream to be reproduced, which reads on the claimed, "picture 
decoding apparatus which decodes a plurality of coded pictures out of the stream 
generated by said picture coding apparatus according to Glaim 14," as disclosed at 
paragraphs [0193]-[0198] and exhibited in figure 20; the apparatus comprising: 
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utilizing PGR map (811) and PTS map (813) contained in digital broadcast object 
information "D_VOBI" as well as an l-picture validity flag (821) to indicate the start 
playback block for reproduction, as well as each video object containing attribute 
information including video stream information "V_ATR" containing coding mode of the 
video stream, which reads on the claimed, "a picture specification unit operable to 
specify a picture to be decoded from the plurality of the coded pictures; an obtainment 
unit operable to obtain the first picture parameter set from the first access unit or to 
obtain the second picture parameter set from the coded picture data of the second 
access unit referring to the second picture parameter set, the first access unit storing a 
plurality of the first picture parameter sets, each of picture parameter sets includes at 
least one of a type of variable length coding method, an initial value of quantization 
step, and a number of reference pictures," as disclosed at paragraphs [0127], [0189], 
[0215], [0226]-[0240] and exhibited in figures 20 and 22A; and, 

data is read from the file containing the digital broadcast object specified by 
D_VOB_GI and it is decoded and reproduced, which reads on the claimed, "a first 
decoding unit operable to decode the first picture parameter set or the second picture 
parameter set; a second decoding unit operable to decode the picture to be decoded by 
referring to the first picture parameter set or the second picture parameter set," as 
disclosed at paragraph [0240] (wherein the general playback operation of decoder (218) 
is described in paragraphs [0198]-[0200] and exhibited in figure 20). 

Regarding claims 16-17, the examiner maintains that the claims are merely the 
corresponding method claims to the apparatus claims of 14-15, and therefore the 
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limitations of the claim are rejected in view of the explanation set forth in claims 14-15 
above. 

Regarding claim 18, the limitations of the claim are rejected in view of the 
explanation set forth in claim 16 above. 

Regarding claim 19, Okada discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 14). Further, Okada discloses in PGR map (81 1), there are as many table entries 
as there are blocks, which reads on the claimed, "wherein said second storage unit is 
operable to have a predetermined maximum number of the first picture parameter sets 
which can be stored in the first access unit," as disclosed at paragraph [0218] (wherein 
the predetermined maximum is one, since there is a single entry per block). 

Regarding claim 20, Okada discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 19). Further, the limitations of the claim are rejected in view of the explanation set 
forth in claim 19 above (wherein each block has their own unique PGR entry, as 
exhibited by "PGR: 100" for item "210a" and "PGR: 400" for the first packet of "Block 
#45" in figure 22A). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
GFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARC DAZENSKI whose telephone number Is 
(571)270-5577. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571)272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/MARC DAZENSKI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



